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Cherry Tree Learning Centre 

Marking & Homework Policy 

Meaningful marking assists teaching and learning and is used as a tool for raising 

confidence and self esteem. 

Marking at Cherry Tree Learning Centre is consistent with the principles of Assessment for 

Learning (AFL)  

Marking can be: 

Formative - providing information for the teacher and the pupil in order to plan the pupil’s 

next steps in learning. 

Diagnostic – informing the teacher, pupil and carer of what a pupil can and cannot do. 

Summative – a snapshot in time of a pupils achievements which will relate to GCSE scale. 

All pupils’ work is marked in a positive way. Staff marking reflects their sensitivity to a child’s 

emotional state and graded accordingly. 

This ensures that:  

 Work is matched to pupils’ emotional well being, ability and previous experience. 

 

 Specific help is given when required. 

 

 Pupils can make progress and identify next steps. 

 

 Pupils are encouraged to think for themselves and take responsibility for their own 

learning, using self assessment and peer assessment as appropriate. 

 

 A framework is provided to facilitate discussion of work with the teacher. 

Marking Practice 

The criteria used when marking must be made clear in the learning outcomes at the 

beginning of a unit of work.  The criteria should be realistic and achievable by the pupil.  

There should be continual evidence of feedback for recording purposes and for the purpose 

of reporting to parents, pupils’ home schools and other agencies (eg, for standardisation/ 

moderation against national criteria).  Marking will however be meaningful, with the majority 

of feedback being given during the lesson, in discussion with the student. 

Feedback will be given in the following ways: 

 All subjects to have AfL target grids that are filled in by students, followed by staff 

 ‘Live marking’ will take place during the lesson by teachers and teaching 

assistants, where students will actively respond, using a contrasting colour 

 ‘5 minute focus’ during every lesson, marked and corrected by student, with 

teacher giving answers from the front 



 Teachers will ‘deep mark’ a piece of work half termly, giving a ‘what went well 

and ‘even better if’ comment for students to respond to, and improve on their 

 Teachers will mark a piece of work for literacy termly, using a marking grid 

provided by English teaching staff 

 Notes made by the pupil during a lesson will not need to be marked 

 The following marking codes should be used and displayed at the front of 

exercise books:  

 VF – Verbal feedback given 

 AWS- Achieved with support 

 Home tutors to demonstrate progress through reviews, with examples of students 

work being shared 

 

 

Home learning 

The setting of homework should take account of a child’s emotional state and should be 

relevant to and supportive of the work being carried out in lessons. 

Home learning is considered valuable for the following reasons: 

 It can allow pupils to develop the practice of working on their own without the 

presence of the teacher or other pupils. 

 It can help pupils to make additional progress in learning. 

 It can allow valuable practice of skills learned in the classroom. 

 It can allow pupils to use materials and other sources that are not always available in 
the classroom. 

 It can involve parents and others in the pupils’ work for their mutual benefit. 

 It can give opportunities for longer-term research. 
 

Marking of home learning should follow the principles and guidelines given in the centre’s 
Marking Policy. 


