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Religious Studies Policy 
 
Although there is no legal requirement to deliver RS at Cherry Tree Learning Centre it is taught to 
all students in order to support their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.  The RS 
curriculum clearly has a significant role to play in order to achieve this. Religion is about key moral 
and social questions. RS needs to play its part in helping young people to consider such questions 
as well as helping them to engage in their own personal, moral and spiritual quest 
RS should: 

 Help students to understand the impact of religion in history, its influence upon the lives of 
individuals and communities and its effect on cultural development 

 Help students gain knowledge and understanding of the major religions of the world 
 Help students to develop skills e.g. listening, reflection, empathy, expression of views and 

opinions 
 Help students in  their social and moral development by developing an understanding of the 

qualities of good relationships 
 Help students in considering their search for meaning by offering them insight into their own 

beliefs, values, feelings and experiences 
 Help students to flourish as individuals within a pluralistic society and a global community 
 Enable students to develop respect for others whose faith and beliefs are different from 

their own and enable pupils to combat prejudice 
 
In delivering RS we aim to: 

 Enable students to learn about religion and learn from religion 
 
Learning about religion includes the ability to: 

 Gain knowledge and understanding of the main religious traditions, including beliefs, 
teachings and practices 

 Identify, name and describe in order to build a coherent picture of each religion 
 Explain the meanings of religious language, stories and symbolism 
 Gain knowledge and understanding of the influence of religions on individuals, families, 

communities and cultures 
The two core words that sum up this attainment target are knowledge and understanding 
 
Learning from religion includes the ability to: 

 Give an informed and considered response to religious and moral issues 
 Provide opportunities for personal reflection 
 Help students to consider and express their views 
 Explore their own beliefs, values and traditions 
 Identify and respond to questions of meaning within religions 
 Challenge pupils to reflect on, analyse and evaluate issues of belief and purpose of life, the 

nature of reality, issues of right and wrong and what is means to be human 
 Be challenged by the views of others 

The two core words that sum up this attainment target are evaluation and application 
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Right of withdrawal 
The 1944 Education Act, reaffirmed in the 1988 Act, gives parents the right to withdraw their child 
from all or part of RS. This should be at the instigation of parents and should be in writing. Where 
pupils are withdrawn, schools have a duty to supervise them though not to provide additional 
teaching or to incur extra cost. Pupils should remain on school premises. 
It is good practice for a head teacher to invite parents to discuss their request, make them aware 
of the educational objectives of RS, its importance and what is covered in the curriculum 
 
Time allocation and organisation of RS at Cherry Tree Learning Centre 
In Key Stage 3 RS is delivered through Project Based Learning (PBL) this thematic approach 
develops knowledge, skills and understanding while motivating pupils to learn through thought-
provoking projects. RS, English, History, Geography and Art are taught in each project which 
allows pupils to make valuable links between subjects via this holistic manner. 
 
In Key Stage 30 hours per academic year are allocated to the study of RS over several Project 
Based Learning topics 
The schemes for learning briefly consists of the following: 

 Time with an RS focus upon concepts of life after death in religions of Christianity, Islam 
and Buddhism 

 Global Affairs with an RS focus on Martin Luther King as a Christian exemplar and 
Christmas as a global festival  

 Crime and Punishment with an RS focus on the Hindu concept of karma 
 
Key Stage 4 pupils study the AQA full course GCSE Religious Studies Syllabus A which covers 
the world religions of Christianity and Islam.  
In Key Stage 4 pupils receive two 45 minute lessons per week (59 hours per academic year). 
Subject contents:  
Component 1 - The study of religions: beliefs, teachings and practices.  
Component 2 - Religious, philosophical and ethical themes 

 Relationships and families  

 God and Revelation 

 Religion, crime and punishment. 
Tutor Time 
In addition to RS being taught in lessons pupils also follow a weekly programme of study during 
tutor time which incorporates the main festivals of the six major world religions and themes 
connected with religious teachings of major world religions. 
(Key words and phrases are taken from the Dudley Agreed Syllabus RE 2013)  


