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Dear Parents, Carers and Pupils,  
 
Re: Awarding of GCSE, AS and A Level grades 2021:  Centre Assessed Grades (CAG) 
 
I am sure you will have seen all of the news from the government and Department for Education 
outlining the plans for the allocation of GCSE results. I would like to take this opportunity to 
notify you of our approach here at Cherry Tree Learning Centre. This letter outlines how we will 
be approaching the awarding and allocation of examination grades this summer.  
 
I would like to be clear that the grades awarded this summer are not awarded by the academy 
nor the academy’s teachers. Whilst the staff at Cherry Tree will be setting and marking the work 
that is produced by our pupils the actual work and the marking of it will come under scrutiny and 
quality assurance via the external examination bodies that ultimately award all examination 
grades. Fundamentally the exam boards themselves will be the ones who verify, rubber stamp 
and award grades this summer.  
 
As an academy, we are expected to piece together a portfolio of evidence for every pupil for 
every subject, with a view that this will be submitted to the examination boards. The 
examination boards, Ofqual and the Department for Education have been clear that we can use 
any of the work your child has produced whilst with us but that the most recent work and that 
produced in the next few weeks may be more representative of their abilities,  
 
In the forthcoming review meetings, you will be receiving the most recent set of Teacher 
Predicted Target Grades for your son/daughter. These will be taken from our recent 
assessments and will provide you with the most up-to-date grades that we have for your 
son/daughter. Please take the time to discuss these grades with your son/daughter. At this 
stage it is really important that they think about the next weeks of school and how they can 
through hard work, effort, graft and determination try to increase their overall grade. The work 
that is put in now and sustained for the next few months could make a positive, if not 
demonstrable, difference. You will see below what types of work we will be using to assign the 
grades in the different subjects. 
 
Please take the time to read over the following information so you fully understand what is 
expected over the coming few months. If, of course, there is any doubt in your mind regarding 
what is expected of your son/daughter or your son/daughter themselves are not sure then 
please contact their key teacher or encourage your son/daughter to speak directly to them. 
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I wish every pupil the greatest success over the next few months and now is the time to 
demonstrate the resilience and aspiration to really succeed that we have already seen - good 
luck! 
 
 
 
With Best Regards, 
Mrs Howard 
 
 
 
 
List of types of evidence that will be used in each of the subjects offered OR a generic list of 
evidence  
 
The Department for Education suggest that the following types of evidence could be used: 

● student work produced in response to assessment materials provided by the exam 
board, including groups of questions, past papers or similar materials such as practice or 
sample papers 

● non-exam assessment (NEA) work (often referred to as coursework), even if this has not 
been fully completed 

● student work produced in centre-devised tasks that reflect the specification, that follow 
the same format as exam board materials and have been marked in a way that reflects 
exam board mark schemes - this can include: 

○ substantial class or homework (including those that took place during remote 
learning) 

○ internal tests taken by pupils 
○ mock exams taken over the course of study 
○ records of a student’s capability and performance over the course of study in 

performance-based subjects such as music, drama and PE 
○ records of each student’s progress and performance over the course of 

study 

 
 


