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How we promote British Values at Cherry Tree Learning Centre 

The DfE have reinforced the need “to create and enforce a clear and rigorous expectation on all schools to 
promote the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect 
and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.” 

The Government set out its definition of British values in the 2011 Prevent Strategy, and these values were 
reiterated in 2014.   

At Cherry Tree Learning Centre we take very seriously our responsibility to prepare our pupils for life in 
modern Britain. We ensure that the fundamental British Values are introduced, discussed and modelled 
through our values based philosophy which threads through the ethos and work of the Centre, it underpins 
all of our teaching and learning. All aspects of the curriculum can provide a means of furthering 
understanding of the concepts but particularly our RS, PSHE, SMSC strands and SMSC in tutor time 
programme of study. 

Extracurricular activities and external trips are utilised wherever possible to promote understanding and 
compliment formal learning of British Values.  

Cherry Tree Learning Centre has embedded the advice offered by the Department for Education 
concerning British Values in schools.  These values are: 

 The value of democracy 
 The rule of law 
 Individual liberty 
 Mutual respect and tolerance to those of different faiths and beliefs 

 
Examples of how we promote British Values: 

All teachers are expected to uphold British values in their working classroom and by their actions around 
the school. Staff and students are encouraged to live the values, and all members of the community have 
to treat each other with respect and tolerance. 

The school assembly structure is designed to support British values and to encourage students to be 
reflective upon them.   

Our Behaviour Policy, which is regularly reviewed, is the foundation of the attitude we expect from 
students and staff in our centre.  

We seek to counter extremism and grooming through an extensive programme of e-safety. Pupils are 
encouraged and taught to see the internet as a useful tool, but as a space in which others who might have 
different values and views, may seek to influence them. The school has in place a system where students 
concerned by anything they may read on line can discuss the matter with an appropriate adult. 

At CTLC we will actively challenge pupils, staff or parents/carers expressing opinions contrary to 
fundamental British values, including ‘extremist’ views. 

 
 
 

 
Democracy – understand how citizens can influence the decision making through the democratic progress.  
Staff demonstrate and model respect and fairness, particularly during discussions. Pupils are able to work 
co-operatively in pairs and groups, they are taught to understand about turn taking and respecting the 



views of others. This is done explicitly through value of the month sessions and SMSC sessions which both 
take place during tutor time in addition to PHSE lessons. Pupils are actively encouraged to contribute to 
school council meetings which again demonstrates the importance of democracy and respect. 

 
Rule of Law – pupils will appreciate that living under the rule of law protects individuals and is essential to 
their well-being and safety. 
Pupils are given opportunities to understand about the different powers of the executive and judiciary, and 
how public bodies such as the police and army, can be held to account through Parliament and courts to 
maintain their independence. This is done through SMSC sessions, through teaching about Crime & 
Punishment in RS, project based learning in KS3, Careers Education and PHSE. 

 
Individual liberty, mutual respect and tolerance to those with different faiths and beliefs. 
Our pupils gain an understanding that people are free to choose and hold other faiths and beliefs and that 
this protected in law. They are actively encouraged to accept other people’s faiths and beliefs and respect 
them, whilst tolerating and accepting their choices. Pupils will be taught to understand that they are 
important in their own rights, and see their self-worth in relation to their individual value.  

Pupils are strongly encouraged to demonstrate independence of thought and action through curriculum 
activities they are advised how to exercise these safely, for example through our E - Safety programme of 
study and PSHE lessons. CTLC has a robust anti bullying culture, having achieved behaviour and safety 
policies are in place. 

Pupils are taught the importance of identifying and challenging discrimination. Differences between people 
such as differences of faith, ethnicity, disability, gender or sexuality and differences of family situations is 
done through value of the month sessions, SMSC in tutor time sessions. In addition to teaching about 
different religions, beliefs and values in RS, Look to the Future sessions and in PHSE lessons 

 

The list below describes the understanding and knowledge expected of pupils as a result of CTLC 
promotion of fundamental British Values. 

 Enable students to develop their self-knowledge, self-esteem and self-confidence; 
 Enable students to distinguish right from wrong and to respect the civil and criminal law in England 
 Encourage students to accept responsibility for their behaviour, show initiative, and to understand how 

they can contribute positively to the lives of those living and working in the locality of the school and to 
society more widely; 

 Enable students to acquire a broad general knowledge of and respect of public institutions and services 
in England 

 Further tolerance and harmony between different cultural traditions by enabling students to acquire an 
appreciation of and respect of their own and other cultures; 

 Encourage respect for other people 
 Encourage respect for democracy and support for participation in the democratic processes, including 

respect for the basis on which the law is made and applied in England. 

 

This policy is regularly reviewed and we seek to give practical effect to implement British values as our 
highest priority. 

References: 

‘The PREVENT Duty’   DfE June 2015 staff received updated training 2019.  


