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Literacy Across the Curriculum Policy 

Cherry Tree Learning Centre is committed to raising the standards of Literacy for all 
students, so that they develop the ability to use Literacy skills effectively in all areas 
of the curriculum and use them as a platform to cope confidently with the demands 
of further education, employment education, employment and adult life. 

Staff recognise that: 

* Pupils need vocabulary, expression and organisational control to cope with the 
cognitive demands of subjects; 

* Reading helps us to learn from sources beyond our immediate experience;  

* Writing helps us to sustain and order thought;  

* Language helps us to reflect, revise and evaluate the things we do, and on the 
things others have said, written or done;  

* Responding to higher order questions encourages the development of thinking 
skills and enquiry;  

* Improving literacy and learning can have an impact on pupils’ self-esteem, on 
motivation and behaviour. It allows them to learn independently; it is empowering.  

Roles and Responsibilities   

Teachers and support staff across the curriculum: contribute to pupils’ development 
of language, since speaking, listening, writing and reading are, to varying degrees, 
integral in all lessons;   

Teachers and support staff ensure that their own speaking, listening, writing and 
reading of English support pupils in developing their language & vocabulary. 

The English teachers endeavour to provide pupils with knowledge, skills and 
understanding they need to read, write and speak and listen effectively.  

The SENCO makes all staff aware of students who have particular literacy needs 
offering teaching strategies and tools that can be used to support learners with 
specific literacy needs.   

Parents are asked to encourage their children to use the range of strategies they 
have learnt to improve their levels of literacy.  

Pupils are encouraged to take increasing responsibility for recognising their own 
literacy needs and making improvements.  
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Strategy  

As a school, we will adopt the following nine key strategies in order to support the 
development of pupils’ literacy skills across the curriculum.  

1. Explore key vocabulary with students at every opportunity.  

2.  Ensure students are spelling key words correctly and that spelling strategies are     
explored to help students to do this.  

3. Offer the opportunity for pupils and staff to read silently during ‘Stop, drop and 
read’ sessions between 11.45 and 12.00 daily. 

4.  Offer regular opportunities for pupils to read aloud and in silence during lessons, 

registration and form period, where appropriate to the needs of the group, to 

establish a ‘reading culture’.   

5.  Explore the conventions of writing before students start to write.  

6. Emphasise the importance of grammatical accuracy across all subject areas.  

7. Model the process of writing at every opportunity.  

8. Remind students of the importance of using Standard English.  

9. Give students the opportunity to articulate their ideas through speech before they 
write.  

How? 

All staff to be aware of the Literacy Across the Curriculum Policy. 

Opportunities for staff training about literacy issues to take place on school training 

days or during other times. 

Implementation of the policy to be monitored via lesson observations and work 

sampling. 

All staff to be aware of Literacy co-ordinator and approach for advice as the need 

arises. 

Cherry Tree library to maintain a stock of books to support readers at all levels as 

pupils work through the Renaissance Reader Accelerated Reading programme. 

Teachers across the Curriculum will ensure they are familiar with the specific literacy 

demands of their subject and ensure sufficient coverage of these skills in their 

lessons through ensuring differentiation of tasks and resources for all pupils with 

literacy difficulties 
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Reading 

All staff will model quiet reading during ‘Stop, drop and read’ sessions daily. 

Teaching and support staff will work with pupils to improve their reading through 

supporting pupils with: basic decoding, skimming, scanning, inference, prediction 

and identifying bias/opinion/fact. Pupils should be encouraged to read aloud, fluently 

and with expression. Cherry Tree library will maintain a stock of books to support 

readers at all levels. For pupils identified as ‘red readers’, whose reading age is 

significantly below their chronological age, support strategies are available: 

 One to one reading intervention with an HLTA 

 Phonic work to build decoding and blending skills via the Talisman series 

Writing 

All subjects will set a literacy task each term.  Tasks will be set to meet the 

requirements of extended writing in the subject area, but have common success and 

marking criteria that relate to key objectives for successful writing, which have been 

provided by the English department (see appendix 1).  Where extended writing is not 

a requirement for a subject (e.g. maths) this focus will relate to another key literacy 

skill, for example reading for understanding. 

Teachers will ensure that key vocabulary is available for each unit of work and that 

pupils understand and use this vocabulary accurately.  

Pupils working significantly below the level expected for their age should have 

access to high/medium frequency word mats and can use a writing frame where 

needed. 

Dictionaries/ thesauruses are available for all pupils in all classrooms. 

All teachers should concentrate on ensuring the accurate spelling of high frequency 

and key subject words.  

There is an expectation that all pupils will complete at least one extended writing 

task in each subject area at least once per term. 

Speaking and Listening 

Teachers recognise the link between speaking and writing and the important part 

speaking and listening plays in learning. Planned opportunities are provided across 
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the curriculum for pupils to engage in purposeful talk.  Pupils talk with partners, in 

small groups, in whole class discussions and have opportunities to present to a 

wider audience.  

Monitoring and Evaluation 

SLT and the Literacy Coordinator will monitor and evaluate progress through: 

Pupil voice 

Work sampling 

Observation 

Pupil progress data 

Feedback from in-service training sessions 
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Appendix 1: Termly Literacy Task: Success and Marking Criteria 

Literacy Task Success Criteria 

□ To write an extended piece of writing approximately 200-300 

words (1 side of A4) 

□ To use structural features to link sentences between 

paragraphs and within paragraphs 

□ Use a variety of sentence structures for effect, appropriate to 

the task 

□ To check and edit your own work for SPaG, including 

homophone errors (see below) 

 

 

 

Have you checked your work for……?   

LO/Title/Date, underlined  

Range of punctuation for effect 

,   :   ;   ? .   … 

 

Capital letters for proper nouns  

Capital letters at the start of sentences  

Paragraphs  

Adventurous vocabulary for effect  

Proof read and edited  

No Homophone errors (e.g. there, they’re, their)  

Check spellings using a dictionary  

Make corrections in a different colour  
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Extended Writing Marking Criteria 

 Criteria  /x     Comment. To include consistency of 
success 

A05: Communicate 

clearly, effectively 

and imaginatively, 

selecting and 

adapting tone, style 

and register for 

different forms, 

purpose and 

audiences.  Organise 

information and 

ideas using 

structural and 

grammatical 

features to support 

coherence and 

cohesion of texts 

Your writing makes sense 

and is convincing 

 

Your tone and writing 

style is fit for the purpose 

and the audience 

 

You have used language 

devices for effect 

 

You have used 

adventurous vocabulary 

for effect 

 

You have written in 

paragraphs and used 

structural features 

 

Your ideas are varied and 

interesting 

 

A06 Use a range of 

vocabulary and 

sentence structures 

for clarity, purpose 

and effect, with 

accurate spelling and 

punctuation 

You use a range of 

punctuation accurately 

(tick ones used 

accurately) 

,   .   ;   :    “”   ()  !   ?   []    ‘   

Other:____ 

      

You have used different 

sentence types for effect 

(tick ones used 

accurately) 

Simple/complex/compound/ 

You have spelled words 

accurately 

 

You have good use of 

Standard English 

 

 



8 

 

 


