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Developmental Process 

This policy was first developed in March 2010, was reviewed in May 2018 and 

introduced in June 2018; it will be reviewed every 2 years.  

It was developed following advice from the LA Drug Advisor and in 

consultation with SLT members.  

Parents/carers were consulted during this process – they had been able to 

view a copy of the policy in CTLC reception area. 

Pupils had been consulted on this policy via School Council. 

SSSS Manager & Management Committee Representative  

CTLC Head of Centre – Mrs. V Howard 

Deputy Head of Centre- Mrs. C Rowley 

Coordinator – Mrs. J Kasper 

 

Location and dissemination 

The policy will be an agenda item at a staff meeting when staff will have the 

opportunity to discuss the policy and procedures; copies of the policy will then 

be kept in the ‘Policies’ folder on the ‘staff shared area’ on the computer and 

in the ‘Policy’ folder in the HoC office. 

Parents/carers can view the policy via CTLC website. 

Context of policy and relation to other policies 

This policy links to the following CTLC policies: 

 Admissions policy and procedures 

 Behaviour policy 

 Managing medicines policy 

Local and national guidance 

This policy is based on Drugs: Guidance for schools DfES 2012. It also links 

to QCA guidance, every child matters requirements and local Healthy Schools 

guidance. 

 

Purpose of the policy 

 To clarify the legal requirements/responsibilities of CTLC 

 To reinforce and safeguard the health and safety of pupils and others 

who use CTLC premises. 

 To clarify the CTLC approach to drugs for all staff, pupils, management 

committee members, parents/carers, external agencies and the wider 

community. 



 To give guidance on developing, implementing and monitoring the drug 

education programme. 

 To ensure that the response to incidents involving drugs complements 

the overall approach to drug education and the values and ethos of 

CTLC. 

 To provide a basis for evaluating the effectiveness of the CTLC drug 

education programme and the management of incidents involving 

illegal and other unauthorized drugs. 

 To reinforce the role of CTLC in contributing to local and national 

strategies. 

Where and to whom the policy applies 

 It is vital that CTLC sends a clear message to the whole school 

community that the possession, use, or supply of illegal and 

unauthorised drugs (as designated by the Head of Centre) within 

Learning Centre boundaries is unacceptable. 

 This policy covers Cherry Tree Learning Centre grounds delineated by 

the metal railing fences on Overfield Road, Russells Hall Road, 

Russells Hall Primary School, the adjacent open parkland and the 

fences bordering the site manager’s bungalow. This policy also applies 

to pupils travelling to and from CTLC on transport provided by Dudley 

LA; it also applies to pupils on Work Experience and school trips. 

 This policy normally applies to times when pupils and staff are present 

at CTLC, usually between 8.30am and 3.45pm on week days or when 

staff have a ‘duty of care’ responsibility for pupils on a school trip 

outside these hours. 

 There may be certain occasions when alcohol may be consumed by 

staff, for example, a Christmas or End of Term meal, staff trip – on 

these occasions no young people will be present and staff will not be 

teaching afterwards. In these circumstances, the arrangements will be 

clearly communicated and understood by pupils, parents/carers, staff 

and other key staff. 

Definitions and terminology 

The definition of a drug given by the United Nations Office on Drugs and 

Crime is:   

A substance people take to change the way they feel, think or behave. 

Throughout the policy the term drugs refer to 

 All illegal drugs (those controlled by the Misuse of drugs act 1971 –

amended in January 2004)  See Appendix 1 



 All legal drugs including alcohol, tobacco, volatile substances, khat and 

alkyl nitrites (poppers) 

 All over the counter and prescription medicines. 

All the substances listed above are not acceptable within the boundaries 

identified within this policy other than if the Managing of medicines policy 

applies. 

The CTLC stance towards drugs, health and the needs of pupils 

The first concern in managing drugs is the health and safety of the CTLC 

community including meeting medical emergencies, summoning appropriate 

help and meeting the pastoral needs of pupils before addressing further 

issues. 

Staff with key responsibility for drugs at CTLC 

Mrs V Howard (Head of Centre) and Mrs J Kasper (Lead Teacher for SEAL 

curriculum/Teacher with responsibility for PSHE) are the members of staff at 

CTLC who will oversee and co-ordinate drug issues including planning, 

coordinating drug education and management of incidents, however, all staff 

should be aware of the procedure for dealing with incidents. 

Drug education 

Drug education is a major component of drug prevention. Drug prevention 
aims to: minimise the number of young people engaging in drug use; delay 
the age of onset of first use; reduce the harm caused by drugs; and enable 
those who have concerns about drugs to seek help.  
The aim of drug education is to provide opportunities for pupils to develop 
their knowledge, skills, attitudes and understanding about drugs and 
appreciate the benefits of a healthy lifestyle, relating this to their own and 
others’ actions. 
Drug education is an important aspect of the curriculum for all schools. It 
should: 

 increase pupils’ knowledge and understanding and clarify 
misconceptions about: 

 the short- and long-term effects and risks of drugs 

 the rules and laws relating to drugs 

 the impact of drugs on individuals, families and communities 

 the prevalence and acceptability of drug use among peers 

 the complex moral, social, emotional and political issues 
surrounding drugs 

 develop pupils’ personal and social skills to make informed decisions 
and keep themselves safe and healthy, including: 

 assessing, avoiding and managing risk 

 communicating effectively 

 resisting pressures 

 finding information, help and advice 

 devising problem-solving and coping strategies 

 developing self-awareness and self-esteem 



 enable pupils to explore their own and other peoples’ attitudes towards 
drugs, drug use and drug users, including challenging stereotypes, and 
exploring media and social influences. 

 
Drug education is an entitlement for every pupil and is supported by Section 
351, of the Education Act 1996 which requires every school, including Short 
Stay School’s, to provide a balanced curriculum which: 

 promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical 
development of pupils at the school and of society 

 prepares pupils at the school for the opportunities, responsibilities and 
experiences of adult life. 

Drug education should be delivered through well-planned PSHE and 
citizenship provision. Schools are expected to use the non-statutory 
frameworks for PSHE and citizenship at Key Stages 1 and 2, PSHE at Key 
Stages 3 and 4, the statutory citizenship programme of study at Key Stages 3 
and 4 and the statutory requirements within the National Curriculum Science 
Order for all phases as the basis for developing drug education. 
PSHE and citizenship provide an effective context for drug education because 
they focus on developing skills and exploring attitudes as well as learning 
about healthy and safe lifestyles. 
 
Integration within PSHE 
Many of the skills and attitudes developed and explored through drug 
education are common to other aspects of PSHE. For example, skills to resist 
pressure to use drugs are applicable to personal safety and relationship 
education. Links between drugs and other areas of PSHE, for example, 
emotional health and well-being and sex and relationship education, should 
also be made. This is particularly relevant to young people as their use of 
drugs, especially alcohol, can have an impact on their relationships and on 
sexual activity and sexual health. 
 
Contribution of citizenship education 
Citizenship at all Key Stages can contribute to drug education by, for example, 
providing opportunities for pupils to: 

 understand rules and laws and how they relate to rights and 
responsibilities 

 consider different points of view 

 explore moral, social and cultural issues 

 discuss and debate topical issues. 
1 
Continuity and progression within drug education 
Drug education should start in primary schools and the primary age classes of 
special schools and continue throughout a child’s development, with topics 
and issues being included which are appropriate to the age and maturity of 
pupils and revisited over time. The overall programme should be co-ordinated 
across the curriculum and from year to year. 
The transition from primary to secondary is particularly important, given the 
pattern of young people’s drug use; drug education in Years 7 and 8 should 
reinforce and build upon drug education in primary schools. 
 



Drug education in primary schools 
At Key Stage 1 pupils learn about being safe with medicines and household 
substances and the basic skills for making healthy choices and following 
safety rules5. 
 
At Key Stage 2 pupils learn about the effects and risks of alcohol, tobacco, 
volatile substances and illegal drugs and basic skills to manage risky 
situations. They learn how to make informed choices about their health, how 
to resist pressure to do wrong and to take more responsibility for their actions. 
 
Drug education in secondary schools 
At Key Stage 3 pupils learn more about the effects and risks of drugs and the 
laws relating to drugs. They learn the skills to recognise and manage risk and 
to resist pressures. They continue to develop the skills to make choices for a 
healthy lifestyle and learn about where to go for help and advice. 
 
At Key Stage 4 pupils build on their knowledge and learn more about the 
effects of drug misuse on family, friends, community and society. They gain 
greater understanding through clarifying their opinions and attitudes in 
discussions and debate and considering the consequences of their decisions. 
. 
Drug education of pupils with special educational needs (SEN) 
Pupils with SEN within all educational settings should receive their entitlement 
to drug education. The framework set out earlier in this section should be 
used as a basis. 
Teachers may need to focus more on developing pupils’ confidence and skills 
to manage situations which require making decisions about drugs. This may 
include developing competence to manage medicines responsibly, staying 
safe and understanding and managing feelings. Teachers should pay 
particular attention to enabling pupils to seek help and support when they 
need it. 
 

At Cherry Tree Learning Centre drug education will be covered as part of the 

PSHE, Citizenship and Science curriculum based on the guidelines included 

in Appendix 2: Content of and progression within drug education. These 

lessons may also be supplemented by inputs from specialist visitors and 

Theatre in Education activities to ensure that pupils are given the knowledge 

and opportunities to consider attitudes in a variety of ways encompassing all 

learning styles. 

The needs of pupils will be identified by the use of questionnaires and 

questions at the end of sessions/ evaluations. 

 

 

 

Methodology and resources 

Drug education shares the features of well-taught lessons in any subject. The 

core principles of teaching and learning include; creating a safe, secure and 



supportive environment, establishing ground rules, using an active learning 

approach, breadth of opportunity, real life impact, use of peer education 

(where appropriate), using up to date teaching resources  and  inputs from 

appropriate external contributors. 

 

Staff support and training 

Staff are expected to be familiar with the programme of study for citizenship 

and the framework for PSHE, relevant to the age range they teach. 

 It is essential that all school staff have a general drug awareness and a good 

understanding of the school’s drug and other related policies. This 

understanding should include first steps in managing drug incidents and 

identifying and responding to pupils’ needs. 

Staff have access to appropriate CPD. 

 

Assessment, monitoring, evaluation and reviewing 

Pupil knowledge and understanding, their skills development and the 

influence on their feelings and attitudes will be assessed using self-

assessment, peer assessment, teacher assessment and Lifestyle Surveys. 

Drug education will be monitored and evaluated via lesson observation, work 

sampling, monitoring of lesson plans, feedback from Lifestyle Surveys and 

from staff and pupils. 

 

Management of drugs at school and on school trips 

For any drug related incident please refer to Appendix 3: Responding to 

incidents involving drugs and Appendix 4: drug situations – medical 

emergencies. 

Members of the Senior Management Team will act as a first point of contact 

on drug related incidents. They will work closely with the Head of Centre, who 

will take overall responsibility for such incidents. 

CTLC will make clear to pupils that any instances of possession, use or 

supply of illegal drugs on CTLC premises will be regarded with the utmost 

seriousness. 

Although there is no statutory requirement to do so, CTLC would normally 

inform the police when illegal drugs are found on a pupil on CTLC premises. 

Members of staff who suspect a pupil of being in possession of a drug, 

whether it is a controlled substance or not, in liaison with another member of 

staff to act as a witness, should ask for it to be produced and if possible 

identified. 

In liaison with SMT, it is open to a member of staff to search rooms or 

cupboards where there is a reasonable cause to suspect drugs may be inside. 

Pupils suspected of possession should be asked to turn out pockets, bags or 

other containers and may be asked to consent to a search of outer clothing 



and such bags and containers. Staff must not attempt to search without 

consent and must not undertake an intimate physical search. If a pupil does 

not cooperate with these requests and staff still have reasonable cause to 

suspect drugs are in the pupil’s possession, police and parents should be 

informed. The pupil must be supervised at all times. 

When a drug is surrendered or confiscated it should ideally be placed in a 

sealable container or plastic bag and labelled with its identity, if it is known, 

the name of member of staff taking possession and the name of the pupil 

involved. The container should then be stored securely in a safe place until it 

can be disposed of via the police. No untrained member of staff should deal 

with any drug related paraphernalia. 

In the case of pupils on Home Tuition, the Head of Centre would pass on 

suspicions to the Head teacher of the pupil’s mainstream school and the 

police, if criminal activity is suspected. 

When dealing with parents/carers under the influence of drugs on CTLC 

premises, staff should attempt to maintain a calm atmosphere. On occasion, a 

teacher may have concerns about discharging a pupil into the care of a 

parent/carer. In such instances, CTLC might wish to discuss with the 

parent/carer if alternative arrangements could be made, for example asking 

another parent/carer to accompany the pupil home. 

The focus for staff will always be the maintenance of the child’s welfare, as 

opposed to the moderation of the parent/carer’s behaviour. 

Where the behaviour of a parent/carer under the influence of drugs repeatedly 

places a child at risk or the parent/carer becomes abusive or violent, staff 

should consider whether to invoke child protection procedures and/or the 

involvement of the police. 

 

Police involvement 

Legal drugs 
The police will not normally need to be involved in incidents involving legal 
drugs, but CTLC may wish to inform trading standards or police about the 
inappropriate sale or supply of tobacco, alcohol or volatile substances to 
pupils in the local area. 
 
Illegal drugs 
Schools have no legal obligation to report an incident involving drugs to the 
police. Nevertheless, not informing the police may prove to be counter-
productive for CTLC and wider community. The police should, however, be 
involved in the disposal of suspected illegal drugs. 
 
Working in partnership 
CTLC and the police should build a trusting partnership. CTLC should liaise 
closely with their local police or Safer School Partnership (SSP) officer where 
they exist, to ensure that there is an agreed policy based on local protocols for 



dealing with the range of incidents that might arise. This will clarify roles and 
mutual expectations before incidents occur. The following criteria should be 
agreed with the police and clearly set out in the school drug policy: 

 when an incident can be managed internally by the school 

 when the police should be informed or consulted 

 when the police should be actively involved 

 when a pupil’s name can be withheld and when it should be divulged to 
the police. 

 
However, there may be a very small number of incidents where the police 
need to take action, irrespective of agreed protocols or the wishes of CTLC.  
CTLC should feel able to contact the police to discuss a case and ask for 
advice without needing to divulge a pupil’s name. Good links will also need to 
be made with the Youth Offending Team (Yot) 
Each incident will be dealt with on an individual basis. 

 

The needs of the pupils 

CTLC should ensure that pupils have access to up-to-date information on 

sources of help. The support within the Learning Centre may be via the Form 

Tutor, Teaching Assistant, School Counsellor, School Health Advisor or 

Connexions Personal advisor. However, it should also include local and 

national help lines (including FRANK for illegal drugs, NHS Smoking Helpline 

for tobacco and Drinkline for alcohol), youth and community services and drug 

services. Information needs to be prominently displayed so that those in need 

of help and who are reluctant to approach Learning Centre staff can easily 

access it. Drug education programmes should also include details of services 

and help lines, explain how they work and develop pupil confidence in using 

them.  

In Dudley pupils can be referred to Switch – 27 Stone Street, Dudley -01384 
241440, they can also access information from Talk to Frank via the internet 
or telephone. 
See Appendix 5: Useful organisations and websites 
 
Confidentiality 
 
The Learning Centre will follow the same approach as that advocated in the 
Child Protection Policy about the sharing of sensitive information about pupils. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Involvement of parents/carers 
 



Parents/carers will be made aware of the CTLC approach and rationale for 
drug education as part of the induction meeting with both parents/carers and 
pupils prior to starting with CTLC. 
It is CTLC policy to always inform parents/carers immediately of incidents 
involving illegal and other unauthorised substances unless there is a child 
protection concern for the pupil. 
 
Parents/carers will be involved in the planning and reviewing of the drug 
education programme and policy via newsletters, questionnaires and 
Parent/carer meetings. 
Parents/carers will be given information about their child’s drug education and 
CTLC  rules in relation to drugs at the induction meeting and via newsletters 
and Parent/carer meetings; they will also be given information signposting 
them to suitable information sites. Parents/carers will be encouraged to 
support learning at home through shared learning activities. 
 
 
The role of the Management Committee 
 
The CTLC Drug policy will be reviewed by the Management Committee on a 
two yearly cycle. 
The Head of Centre will report information about drug related issues as part of 
their annual reporting procedures. 
 
Liaison with other schools 
 
In order to map and unify the content of our Drug Education programme and 
the management of drug related incidents we use information from the 
Lifestyle survey and the Health Promoting Schools Service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appendix 1 
 



Summary of relevant laws 
 

 The laws and offences relating to controlled drugs 
 

 Changes to the law on cannabis 
 

 The Youth Justice System 
 

 The Medicines Act 
 

 Tobacco laws 
 

 Alcohol laws 
 

 Laws relating to volatile substances 
 

 The Road Traffic Act 
 

 Responsibility for children. 
 
The laws relating to controlled drugs 
 
The Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (amended in January 2004) 
 
 
 Class A Class B Class C 

Principal 

drugs 

included* 

Opium 

Heroin/methadone 

Cocaine/Crack cocaine 

LSD 

Ecstasy 

Magic mushrooms 

Class B drugs 

prepared for injection 
Psylocibin 

Amphetamines 

Barbiturates 

Codeine 

Ritalin 
Synthetic cannaboids 
Cannabis resin 
Cannabis herb 

Anabolic steroids 

Benzodiazepines 

(minor tranquillisers 

e.g. temazepam) 

GHB (gamma-hydroxy 

butyrate) 

Ketamine 

Some stimulant, anti 

-depressant and anti- 

obesity medicines 

Maximum 

penalty for 

possession 

7 years and/or a fine 5 years and/or a fine 2 years and/or a fine 

Maximum 

penalty for 

trafficking, 

supply or 

production 

Life imprisonment 

and a fine 
14 years and/or a fine 14 years and/or a fine 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Offences under the Misuse of Drugs Act 

 Possession – where a person knowingly has custody or control of 



a controlled drug. 

 Possession with intent to supply another person a controlled drug – 

where a person knowingly has custody or control of a controlled drug 

and intends to supply to others whether for payment or not. This 

would include packaging a drug in a way that indicates it is going to 

be supplied to others and where a person is ‘looking after’ drugs and 

returns them (or intends to return them) to another person. They can 

be charged with supply or intent to supply. 
 

 Supplying another person a controlled drug – giving or selling drugs 

to someone else, including friends. The law does not differentiate 

between supplying/giving drugs to friends and supplying for profit. 

Offences are considered on an individual case basis and the police 

may be very unlikely to charge someone with supply when passing 

a cannabis joint for smoking amongst friends. However, if charged 

c ourts may be likely to consider a lower sentence for supply to 

friends compared to supply for profit. 

 Supplying drug paraphernalia – this should only be provided by an 

authorised person or agency and includes all equipment to enable 

the use of a controlled drug in any form with the exception of 

matches and a tourniquet. 

 Production, cultivation or manufacture of controlled drugs – for 

young people, this would most commonly be growing cannabis 

plants. 

 Allowing premises you occupy or manage to be used for the supply, 

production or cultivation of a controlled drug. Also, to allow premises 

to be used for the smoking of cannabis or opium and the preparation 

of opium. 
 

It is not illegal for someone to be in possession of a controlled drug if it is 

found, it is given, or if it is confiscated, and it is not for that person’s own 

use but to prevent a crime being committed. They should hold it for as short 

a time as possible.  

 

Each case will be judged on its own merit. However, youth offenders will 

continue to be dealt with through the Crime and Disorder Act, which 

requires offenders to be dealt with at the police station. In practice, this 

means that persons aged 17 years or under who are in possession of 

cannabis for personal use will be arrested. They will then be dealt with 

through the Youth Justice System (see below) with options of a reprimand, 

final warning, and then a charge. 

The Youth Justice System 

In normal circumstances, when a young person (under age 18) has 



committed a first offence he/she will be given a reprimand. For second 

offences he/she will be given a final warning. For subsequent offences the 

young person will usually be prosecuted. A further, and definitely final, 

warning can only be issued in exceptional circumstances.  For serious 

cases a young person can receive a final warning or be prosecuted for a 

first offence.  In all cases the young person will be referred to the local 

Youth Offending Team (Yot), consisting of representatives from probation, 

education, social services, the health service and the police. 
 

When a young person receives a reprimand or final warning this will be kept 

on the Police National Computer for five years or until the offender’s 

eighteenth birthday, whichever is the longer, from the date given. 

Reprimands and warnings do not constitute a criminal record but may 

still have to be declared on overseas visa applications, some job 

applications and motor  insurance.  If a young person is prosecuted and 

subsequently convicted this constitutes a criminal record. The length of 

time in which some criminal convictions can be considered ‘spent’, and no 

longer need to be declared, will vary depending on the charge and 

sentence as outlined in the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974. 

 

The Medicines Act 1968 

 

 restricted medicines or prescription-only medicines, which can 

only be supplied from a registered pharmacy by or under the 

supervision of a pharmacist on receipt of a prescription from an 

appropriate practitioner. An appropriate practitioner is a doctor, dentist, 

independent nurse prescriber (within the scope of their prescribing 

practice) or a supplementary prescriber (who can be nurses or 

pharmacists prescribing within the terms of a clinical management 

plan for a specific patient) 

 pharmacy medicines, which can be sold without a prescription 

but only by a pharmacist (also called over-the-counter medicines) 

 

 general sales medicines, which can be sold without a prescription 

by any shop. 
 

Possession of some prescription-only medicines, such as 

Temazepam and Ritalin, is illegal under the Misuse of Drugs Act if 

no prescription is held. 

 

 

Tobacco laws 

Under section 7 of the Children and Young Persons Act 1933 (as amended by 
the Children and Young Persons (Protection from Tobacco) Act 1991) it is an 



offence for a vendor to sell tobacco products to anyone under the age of 16. 
This offence currently carries a maximum fine of £2500. Children under age 
16 who purchase tobacco products are not themselves committing an offence. 
However, police have the power to confiscate tobacco products from under-
16s who are found smoking in a public place. 
 
Alcohol laws 
It is an offence under the Children and Young Persons Act 1933 to give 
alcohol to any child under the age of 5, except in a medical emergency. 
Children over 5 can legally consume alcohol in a private environment, 
although police have powers to confiscate alcohol from under-18s who are 
drinking in a public place. At present, at the discretion of the licence holder, 
children of any age may enter premises licensed for the sale of alcohol for 
consumption on those premises, like a public house, but only children aged 
over 14 or over may enter the bar area whether they are accompanied by an 
adult or not. It is illegal for the staff of licensed premises to knowingly sell 
alcohol to anyone under the age of 18 or allow them to consume alcohol in 
the bar area of their premises. It is also an offence for a child to buy or attempt 
to buy alcohol on licensed premises. It is illegal for an adult to purchase 
alcohol on behalf of a person under 18. However, an exception allows young 
people aged 16 and 17 accompanied by an adult to consume beer, porter, 
and cider with a meal on licensed premises. 
At present it is lawful for children over the age of 4 to purchase or be supplied 
with alcohol in registered members clubs (such as ex-services, working men's 
and sports clubs). 
Changes to the law on alcohol as set out in the Licensing Act 2003 are 
unlikely to be brought into force before May 2005. Details of the current status 
of these provisions can be obtained from www.culture.gov.uk 
 
Laws relating to volatile substances 
In England and Wales it is an offence to sell solvent products to any person 
under 18 if the retailer has reason to suspect that the substances will be 
misused. Butane product sales, such as lighter refills, are further restricted 
under the Cigarette Lighter Refill (Safety) Regulations 1999, in recognition of 
the high number of butane-related deaths. The regulations make it an offence 
to sell them to people under the age of 18 years, in any circumstances. The 
penalty is up to 6 months’ imprisonment or a £5000 fine. 
 
 
The Road Traffic Act 1988 
It is an offence to be in charge of a motor vehicle while ‘unfit to drive through 
drink or drugs’. This includes alcohol, illegal drugs, prescribed medicines and 
solvents. The legal limit for alcohol levels in the blood while driving is 80 mg of 
alcohol per 100 ml of blood. 
 
 
 
Responsibility for children 
School staff have a legal duty of care towards pupils in their care. This is 
interpreted in case law as the duty to act as a careful parent would. If a 

http://www.culture.gov.uk/


member of staff causes injury or loss to a pupil by failing to carry out his or her 
responsibilities in a reasonable and careful way, that staff member could be 
held liable in negligence to the young person. This duty of care is interpreted 
as a duty to exercise adequate supervision, which will depend on the maturity 
and age of the pupils involved, whether they are affected by a disability, and 
the precise circumstances. Supervision could mean giving adequate advice 
and instructions rather than constantly watching a pupil, although some 
activities, for example while on school trips, may require greater supervision. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appendix 2 
Content of and progression within drug education 



 
The table shows how the statutory requirements of the science (‘Sc’) and citizenship (‘Ct’) programmes of study and 
the PSHE frameworks (‘PSHE and Ct’ and ‘PSHE’) can provide the basis for a drug education programme. It 
illustrates the opportunities for progression as pupils develop their knowledge, understanding, skills and attitudes. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Page 19 of 26 

Appendix 3   

Responding to incidents involving drugs 
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Appendix 4 
Drug situations – medical emergencies 
 

The procedures for an emergency apply when a person is at immediate risk of harm. A person who 
is unconscious, having trouble breathing, seriously confused or disoriented or who has taken a 
harmful toxic substance, should be responded to as an 
emergency. 

 
Your main responsibility is for any pupil at immediate risk, but you also need to ensure the well-being 
and safety of others. Put into practice your school’s first-aid procedures. If in any doubt, call 
medical help. 

 
Always: 

 

• assess the situation 

• if a medical emergency, send for medical help and ambulance. 
 

Before assistance arrives 
 

If the person is conscious: 
 

• ask them what has happened and to identify any drug used 

• collect any drug sample and any vomit for medical analysis 

• do not induce vomiting 

• do not chase or over-excite them if intoxicated from inhaling a volatile substance 

• keep them under observation, warm and quiet.  

If the person is unconscious: 

• ensure that they can breathe and place in the recovery position 

• do not move them if a fall is likely to have led to spinal or other serious injury which may not be 
obvious 

• do not give anything by mouth 

• do not attempt to make them sit or stand 

• do not leave them unattended or in the charge of another pupil 

• notify parents/carers 
 

For needle stick (sharps) injuries: 
 

• encourage wound to bleed. Do not suck. Wash with soap and water. Dry and apply waterproof 
dressing 

• if used/dirty needle seek advice from a doctor. 
 

When medical help arrives 
 

• pass on any information available, including vomit and any drug samples. Complete a 

medical record form as soon as you have dealt with the emergency. 

 

 
(Adapted from: The Right Responses [DrugScope, 1999]) 
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Appendix 5 
Useful organizations and websites 

 

• National organisations 
 

• Young people’s websites 
 

• Information for teachers including PSHE/citizenship 
 

• Government websites. 
National organisations 
 

ADFAM 

Adfam offers information to families of drug and alcohol users, and the website 

has a database of local family support services. 

Waterbridge House, 32-36 Loman Street, London SE1 0EE Tel: 020 

7928 8898  Email: admin@adfam.org.uk 

Website: www.adfam.org.uk 
 

Alcohol Concern 

Works to reduce the incidence and costs of alcohol-related harm and to increase 

the range and quality of services available to people with alcohol-related problems. 

Waterbridge House, 32-36 Loman Street, London SE1 0EE Tel: 020 

7928 7377. Email: contact@alcoholconcern.org.uk Website: 

www.alcoholconcern.org.uk 
 

Alcohol Education Resource Directory 

Directory of resources and contacts for teaching about alcohol, funded by the 

Portman Group (an organisation funded by the UK’s leading drinks producers). 

Tel: 020 7907 3700  Email: info@portmangroup.org.uk 

Website: www.portmangroup.org.uk 
 

ASH (Action on Smoking and Health) 

A campaigning public health charity aiming to reduce the health problems 

caused by tobacco. 

102-108 Clifton Street, London EC2A 4HW Tel: 020 7739 5902 

Email: enquiries@ash.org.uk Website: www.ash.org.uk 

 

Children’s Legal Centre 

The Centre operates a free and confidential legal advice and information service 

covering  all aspects of law and policy affecting children and young people. 

University of Essex, Wivenhoe Park, Colchester, Essex CO4 3SQ Tel: 01206 

873820  Email: clc@essex.ac.uk 

Website: www.childrenslegalcentre.com 
 

Children’s Rights Alliance for England 

A charity working to improve the lives and status of all children  in England through the 

fullest implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

94 White Lion Street, London N1 9PF Tel: 020 7278 8222 

Email: info@crights.org.uk  Website: www.crights.org.uk 

mailto:admin@adfam.org.uk
http://www.adfam.org.uk/
mailto:contact@alcoholconcern.org.uk
http://www.alcoholconcern.org.uk/
mailto:info@portmangroup.org.uk
http://www.portmangroup.org.uk/
mailto:enquiries@ash.org.uk
http://www.ash.org.uk/
mailto:clc@essex.ac.uk
http://www.childrenslegalcentre.com/
mailto:info@crights.org.uk
http://www.crights.org.uk/
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Drinkline 

A free and confidential helpline for anyone who is concerned about their own or 

someone else’s drinking. 

Tel: 0800 917 8282 

(lines are open between 9 am and 11 pm on Tuesdays to Thursdays and from 9 

am on Friday mornings to 11 pm on Monday evenings) 
 

Drug Concern 

This organisation provides a helpline, support groups and training for parents and 

carers concerned about their child’s drug use. 

Tel: 0845 120 3745 
 

Drug Education Forum (DEF) 

A forum of national organisations in England which provide drug education to children 

and young people or offer a service to those who do. 

C/o Mentor UK, 4th Floor, 74 Great Eastern Street, London EC2A 3JG Tel: 020 7739 

8494  Website: www.drugeducation.org.uk 
 

DrugScope 

DrugScope is a centre of expertise on illegal drugs, aiming to inform policy 

development and reduce drug-related risk. The website includes detailed drug 

information and access to the Information and Library Service. DrugScope  also hosts 

the Drug Education Practitioners Forum. Waterbridge House, 32-36 Loman Street, 

London, SE1 0EE 

Tel: 020 7928 1211  Email: info@drugscope.org.uk 

Website: www.drugscope.org.uk 

 

Drug and Alcohol Education and Prevention Team 

A joint initiative between DrugScope  and Alcohol Concern aiming to identify, 

develop and promote good practice in alcohol and drug education and 

prevention. 

Email: ed&prev@drugscope.org.uk Tel: 020 7928 1211 
 

FRANK (replaces the National Drugs Helpline) 

FRANK is the national drugs awareness campaign aiming to raise awareness amongst 

young people of the risks of illegal drugs, and to provide details of sources of 

information and advice. It also provides support to parents/carers, helping to give 

them the skills and confidence to communicate with their children about drugs. 

24 Hour Helpline: 0800 77 66 00  Email: frank@talktofrank.com 

Website: www.talktofrank.com 

Schools can receive free FRANK resource materials, updates and newsletters 

by registering at www.drugs.gov.uk/campaign 
 

National Association for Children of Alcoholics 

NACOA provides information, advice and support to children of alcoholics 

through its free, confidential helpline. 

http://www.drugeducation.org.uk/
mailto:info@drugscope.org.uk
http://www.drugscope.org.uk/
mailto:ed&prev@drugscope.org.uk
mailto:frank@talktofrank.com
http://www.talktofrank.com/
http://www.drugs.gov.uk/campaign
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Tel: 0800 358 3456  Website: www.nacoa.org.uk 
 

National Children’s Bureau 

NCB promotes the interests and well-being of all children  and young people 

across every aspect of their lives. 

8 Wakley Street, London EC1V 7QE Tel: 020 7843 6000 

Website: www.ncb.org.uk 
 

National Health Education Group 

A membership group, open to professionals whose work has a primary focus of 

supporting health and/or drugs education with children and young people in formal 

and informal educational settings. 

Website: www.nheg.org.uk  (please see the website for regional contact 

details) 
 

National Tobacco Campaign (Department of Health) 

NHS Smoking Helpline: 0800 169 0 169 

Website: www.givingupsmoking.co.uk 

 

Parents Against Drug Abuse (PADA) 

An organisation set up to support parents of drug users. A large percentage of 

helpline workers have experienced drug use within their own families. 

Tel: 08457 023 867  Website: www.btinternet.com/~padahelp/ 
 

Parentline Plus 

A charity offering support and information to anyone parenting a child. It runs a 

free-phone helpline and courses for parents, and develops innovative projects. 

Tel: 0800 800 2222  Website: www.parentlineplus.org.uk 
 

QUIT 

An independent charity that aims to reduce tobacco-related harm by helping 

smokers to stop. 

Tel: 0800 00 22 00  Email: info@quit.org.uk Website: www.quit.org.uk 
 
RELEASE 

Provides advice and referral on drug-related legal problems. 

388 Old Street, London EC1V 9LT 

Tel: 020 7729 9904  Email: info@release.org.uk 

Website: www.release.org.uk 

 

Re-Solv (Society for the Prevention of Solvent and 

Volatile Substance Abuse) 

A  national charity providing information for teachers, other professionals, parents 

and young people. 

30A High Street, Staffordshire ST15 8AW  Tel: 01785 817885 

Helpline: 0808 8002345  Email: information@re-solv.org 

Website: www.re-solv.org 

http://www.nacoa.org.uk/
http://www.ncb.org.uk/
http://www.nheg.org.uk/
http://www.givingupsmoking.co.uk/
http://www.btinternet.com/~padahelp/
http://www.parentlineplus.org.uk/
mailto:info@quit.org.uk
http://www.quit.org.uk/
mailto:info@release.org.uk
http://www.release.org.uk/
mailto:information@re-solv.org
http://www.re-solv.org/


Page 25 of 26 

 

Young people’s websites 

 
Connexions Direct 

Connexions Direct can help young people with information and advice on issues 

relating to health, housing, relationships with family and friends, career and learning 

options, money, as well as helping young people find out about activities they can 

get involved in. Connexions Direct advisers can be contacted by phone, email, text 

or webchat www.connexions-direct.com Telephone 080 800 13219 

Health Development Agency 

(health information websites for young people) 
 

Mind, Body and Soul – for young people aged 14-16 

www.mindbodysoul.gov.uk 

Lifebytes – for young people aged 11-14  www.lifebytes.gov.uk Galaxy – for 

young people aged 7-11  www.galaxy-h.gov.uk Welltown – for young people 

aged 5-7  www.welltown.gov.uk 
 

Pupil Line 

Featuring information and advice for all issues affecting school pupils. 

www.pupilline.net 
 

Think About Drink (NHS site) 

Informative site about alcohol aimed at young people. 

www.wrecked.co.uk 

 

Information for teachers including PSHE/citizenship 

 
Citizenship Foundation 

Support for teachers delivering citizenship education. Ferroners 

House, Shaftesbury Place, London EC2Y 8AA Tel: 020 7367 0500 

Website: www.citfou.org.uk 
 

Drugs Education and Prevention Information Service (DEPIS) Information for 

planners and providers of drug education and prevention in both school and 

community settings. The website lists drug education resources which have been 

reviewed and evaluations of drug education and prevention projects. Managed by 

DrugScope and funded by the Department of Health. 

Website: www.doh.gov.uk/drugs/depis 

Email: depis@drugscope.org.uk 
 

Institute for Citizenship 

Support for teachers delivering citizenship education. 

62 Marylebone High Street, London W1M 3AF 

Tel: 020 7935 4777  Website: www.citizen.org.uk 
 

National Healthy School Standard 

http://www.connexions-direct.com/
http://www.mindbodysoul.gov.uk/
http://www.lifebytes.gov.uk/
http://www.galaxy-h.gov.uk/
http://www.welltown.gov.uk/
http://www.pupilline.net/
http://www.wrecked.co.uk/
http://www.citfou.org.uk/
http://www.doh.gov.uk/drugs/depis
mailto:depis@drugscope.org.uk
http://www.citizen.org.uk/
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Information about the National Healthy School Standard, local healthy school 

partnerships and healthy schools. 

Health Development Agency, Holborn Place, 330 High Holborn, London 

WC1V 7BA Tel: 020 7061 3072  Website: www.wiredforhealth.gov.uk 

 

The National PSE Association for advisers, inspectors and 

consultants 

NSCoPSE is the professional organisation for LEA advisers, inspectors and advisory 

teachers with responsibility for all aspects of personal social and health education, 

including citizenship. Email: info@nscopse.org.uk Website: www.nscopse.org.uk 
 

NHS Responseline 

Various drug resources and materials can be ordered on 

Tel: 08701 555 455 

 
OfSTED 

Reports and Inspectors’ guidance on all subjects including PSHE. 

33 Kingsway, London WC2B 6SE Tel: 020 7421 6800 

Website: www.ofsted.gov.uk/publications 

 
PSHE framework 

The entire PSHE framework can be found at: 

www.nc.uk.net/home.html 

 

Qualifications Curriculum Authority (QCA) 

For updates, guidance and schemes of work. 

Tel: 01787 884444  Website: www.qca.org.uk/ca/subjects/pshe 

 

TeacherNet 

TeacherNet is the Government site for teachers. Use this site to access resources, 

training, professional development and support. 

Website: www.teachernet.gov.uk/pshe 

 

Government 

 
Connexions 

Information about the Connexions Service, with links to Connexions sites aimed 

specifically at young people and at personal advisers. 

Website: www.connexions.gov.uk 
 

Department for Education and Skills (also see Teachernet) 

For Government updates and publications. Website: www.dfes.gov.uk Teachers 

may also wish to refer parents/carers to the parents’ portal. Website: 

www.dfes.gov.uk/parents 

http://www.wiredforhealth.gov.uk/
mailto:info@nscopse.org.uk
http://www.nscopse.org.uk/
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/publications
http://www.nc.uk.net/home.html
http://www.qca.org.uk/ca/subjects/pshe
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/pshe
http://www.connexions.gov.uk/
http://www.dfes.gov.uk/
http://www.dfes.gov.uk/parents

