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Description of Cherry Tree Learning Centre: 
 
Cherry Tree Learning Centre is responsible for teaching pupils from all Key 
Stages whose education has been interrupted owing to either physical or 
emotional problems with their health.   
 

Description of Policy Formation and Consultation Process  

This policy has been produced in line with DfEE Circular 0116/2000  “Sex and 
Relationship Education Guidance,” the Authority statement on Sex Education 
in Schools (No. 1994), and in consultation with  staff. 

Definition 

SRE is about the emotional, social and cultural development of pupils, and 
involves learning about relationships, sexual health, sexuality, healthy 
lifestyles, diversity and personal identity.  

SRE involves a combination of sharing information, and exploring issues and 
values.  

SRE is not about the promotion of sexual activity. 

 

Aims 

To allow pupils to learn about physical, moral and emotional development.  It 
is about the understanding of the importance of marriage for family life, stable 
and loving relationships, respect, love and care.  It is also about the teaching 
of sex, sexuality and sexual health.  It is not about the promotion of sexual 
orientation or sexual activity.  It has three main elements: 

 Attitudes and values 

 Personal and social skills 

 Knowledge and understanding 
 

 
Values Framework 
 
The sex and relationship education programme is taught in a framework 
based on loving, caring relationships, where pupils are encouraged to develop 
respect for themselves and others. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Primary Schools 
The DfE recommends that all primary schools should have a sex and 
relationship education programme tailored to the age and the physical and 
emotional maturity of the children. It should ensure that both boys and girls 
know about puberty and how a baby is born – as set out in Key Stages 1 and 
2 of the National Science Curriculum. (See Appendix 1) 
At primary school level sex and relationship education should contribute to the 
foundation of PSHE and Citizenship by ensuring that all children: 

 develop confidence in talking, listening and thinking about feelings and 
relationships; 

 are able to name parts of the body and describe how their bodies work; 

 can protect themselves and ask for help and support; and 

 are prepared for puberty. 
(Reference DfES Publication 0116/2000 – Sex and Relationship Education 
Guidance) 
 
Secondary Schools 
 
Under section 3.6 of the National Curriculum, SRE is compulsory from year 7 
onwards.  
  
Secondary schools must have regard to guidance issued by the secretary of 
state as outlined in section 403 of the Education Act 1996. 
 

 
Secondary schools should include in their policy details on how they provide a 
programme as part of the PSHE framework in addition to the National Science 
Curriculum topics. (See Appendix 2) 
Schools should set sex education within a broader base of self-esteem and 
responsibility for the consequences of one’s actions. 
At secondary school level, sex and relationship education should prepare 
young people for an adult life in which they can: 

 develop positive values and a moral framework that will guide their 
decision, judgements and behaviour; 

 be aware of their sexuality and understand human sexuality; 
understand the arguments for delaying sexual activity; 

 understand the reasons for having protected sex; 

 understand the consequences of their actions and behave responsibly 
within sexual and pastoral relationships; 

 have the confidence and self-esteem to value themselves and others 
and respect for individual conscience and the skills to judge what kind 
of relationships they want; 

 communicate effectively; 

 have sufficient information and skills to protect themselves and, where 
they have one, their partner from unintended/ unwanted conceptions, 
and sexually transmitted infections including HIV; 

 avoid being exploited or exploiting others; 

 avoid being pressured into unwanted or unprotected sex; 

 access confidential sexual health advice, support and if necessary 
treatments; and 

 know how the law applies to sexual relationships. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-framework-for-key-stages-1-to-4/the-national-curriculum-in-england-framework-for-key-stages-1-to-4
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sex-and-relationship-education
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/contents


 

(Reference DfES Publication 0116/2000 – Sex and Relationship Education 
Guidance) 

 
SRE is taught within the personal, social, health and economic (PSHE) 
education curriculum. Biological aspects of SRE are taught within the science 
curriculum, and other aspects are included in religious education (RS).  
 
Pupils also receive stand-alone sex education sessions delivered by a trained 
health professional.  
 
Across all Key Stages, pupils will be supported with developing the following 
skills: 

Communication, including how to manage changing relationships and 
emotions 

Recognising and assessing potential risks 
Assertiveness 

Seeking help and support when required 
Informed decision-making 

Self-respect and empathy for others 
Recognising and maximising a healthy lifestyle 

Managing conflict 
Discussion and group work 

 
These skills are taught within the context of family life.  

 
 
For pupils on Home Tuition from Cherry Tree Learning Centre the curriculum 
taught will be dependent upon the work set by their home school.   
 
 

Pupils are expected to engage fully in SRE and, when discussing issues 
related to SRE, treat others with respect and sensitivity. 

 

Parents’ right to withdraw 

Parents have the right to withdraw their children from the non-statutory 
components of SRE. 

Requests for withdrawal should be put in writing and addressed to the head 
teacher. A copy of withdrawal requests will be placed in the pupil’s 
educational record. The head teacher will discuss the request with parents 
and take appropriate action.  

 


